
 

 

 

OPEN LETTER to All the Ambassadors to the United Nations 

on the renovated Global Pact for the Environment Process 

United Nations General Assembly resolution 73/333  

 

Porto/Gaia, Portugal 17/07/2020 

 

Dear His/Her Excellency, 

 

As you may be aware, the first informal substantive consultation meeting according to the Roadmap 

for consultations on follow-up of UN General Assembly resolution 73/333, will take place next week, 

on the 21st of July. 

The final consensual recommendations of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group established by 

United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) resolution No. 72/277 of 10 May 2018, entitled “Towards a 

Global Pact for the Environment” (GPE), and approved by the UNGA Resolution No. 73/333 of 30 August 

2019, paved the way for a wider global conversation on a new global agreement for the Environment and 

for a set of aspirations that may be unleashed during the landmark of the 50th anniversary of the United 

Nations Conference on the Human Environment of Stockholm 1972. 

As the window of opportunity for avoiding dangerous climate change is rapidly closing and scientists 

are warning about a planetary tipping point that can lie just ahead, an initiative towards a Global Pact for 

the Environment can be the last opportunity to make a paradigm shift in international environmental law.  

We are now at an historical moment that requires to go beyond a mere technical codification and 

systematization of dispersed International Environmental Law principles, or a looking-for-gaps approach, 

as was the case on the first round of meetings of this process.  

The interconnections between economy, social justice, climate emergency, biosphere degradation 

and the Pandemics are becoming more and more evident. Therefore, a new GPE should become 

the transformative process to make this “paradigm shift in international environmental law by broadening 

its focus toward a more comprehensive system of Earth system law – “ Lex Anthropocenae” – focusing on 

biophysical changes of the planet in the socioeconomic realm” (Kotze and French). 

Today it is possible to define how the global environment functions within our Earth System to a 

high degree of scientific accuracy. Postponing the process of integrating this scientific knowledge into legal 

instruments could prove to be fatal given the urgency of the climate crisis and the pressures the planet is 

under. The truly universal scale of the proposed Global Pact for the Environment – and the range of sectors 

on which it is expected to intervene – are such that it may well provide the necessary framework conditions 

to reverse the current environmental disruption. 

Without the recognition of the existence of an intangible common good without borders - the Earth 

System – it is impossible to recover its well-functioning state and, consequently, to return to a stable and 



 

 

adequate climate to the human needs. Today, to realize the benefits to maintain and recover the functioning 

of the Earth System is to realize the benefits in a legal, and therefore economic and governance, vacuum.  

Expanding the negotiation process to encompass all elements of the Earth System can also make this 

agreement fairer in terms of historic responsibilities, while allowing easier and clearer integration of the 

bio-geophysical cycles in the functioning of the economy. 

The political process that will be now reinitiated has in its genetics the impetus for a holistic approach 

in terms of scope, scale and substantive contents, and thus can provide that allows us to approach the current 

environmental, social and health crises with some possibility of success towards a well-functioning Earth 

System. This creates a major opportunity for a strong Universal Declaration to introduce the Principle of 

the Integrity and Unity of the Earth System, that posteriorly could become concretized through the 

recognition of the Earth System as Common Heritage of Humankind. 

Common Home of Humanity will lead one of the tables of the "UN75 Global Governance Forum", that is 

preparing a campaign and a global partnership to open a wide discussion on this needed conceptual 

evolution, with diverse initiatives, including a launch of 14 videos and 14 statements on the next September 

1st. Bellow you can see the video dedicated to the GPE (Click here to see the video), that is not yet public, 

and for so for your exclusive use.  CHH is deeply open to be a partner and collaborate with you in this 

process. We believe that the GPE process can be a key success for humankind and all the next generations. 

 

Respectfully, Kind Regards 

 

 

 

Paulo Magalhães, 

Founder and President 

Common Home of Humanity 

 

Phone: +351918058909 

Email: paulo.magalhaes@commonhomeofhumanity.org 

www.commonhomeofhumanity.org  
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