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In general:  
We welcome the work of the co-chairs and the untiring efforts by UNEP to produce the building 
blocks for a Ministerial Declaration. Nevertheless, Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) reiterate the 
critical need for an ambitious political declaration that provides a roadmap with concrete actions, 
timetables and means for enforcement  to strengthen the environmental rule of law, environmental 
governance, and access to justice. 
  

The right to live in a healthy and safe environment is a human right that is now recognized, 
through treaties, constitutions, and legislation in at least 155 States.1  

 
Principle 1 of 1972 Stockholm Declaration enshrines   that right in providing that “man has the 
fundamental right to freedom, equality and adequate conditions of life, in an environment of a 
quality that permits a life of dignity and well-being, and he bears a solemn responsibility to 
protect and improve the environment for present and future generations ”.  

 
Principle 2 adds that humankind has a duty to safeguard the “natural resources of the earth, 
including the air, water, land, flora and fauna and especially representative samples of natural 
ecosystems (…) for the benefit of present and future generations through careful planning or 
management, as appropriate.” 

 
CSOs therefore strongly recommend amending §1 of the Preamble: “... together with political, 
scientific, civil society and private sector leaders, believe that everyone should be able to live in a 
safe, clean, healthy and sustainable environment ,  and thus recognize the urgent need to 
reinforce the protection of the environment for present and future generations” into “… together 
with political, scientific, civil society and private sector leaders, believe that everyone has the 
right to live in a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable environment should recognize this urgent 
need and dispose of all the means necessary to protect the environment for present and future 
generations”. 

 
 

Human health, lives and livelihoods everywhere depend on the health of our Planet and of the 
Earth System. It is therefore imperative that under auspices of the UN and its Member States, 
both recognize the Earth System as an intangible common heritage of humankind and respect 
the right to a healthy and safe environment, and of the governmental duty to take care of the 
environment. 

 
It is crucial to reiterate that the existing and emerging human rights and environmental law 
principles should be strengthened and, most of all, implemented. These principles include but 
are not limited to: Sustainable Development; Inclusion and Interdependence; Inter-generational 
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and Intra-generational Equity; Prevention; Precaution; Remediation of Environmental Damages; 
Polluter Pays; Access to Information, Public Participation in Environmental Decision-Making  with 
aim to achieve gender equality and women’s participation, Access to Justice (Principle 10); 
Common but Differentiated Responsibilities and Respective Capabilities; Non-regression; 
International Environmental Cooperation; Common Heritage and Common Concern for 
Humankind, “Free, Prior, Informed Consent” (FPIC), Precautionary. 

 
We would also like to refer to the Earth Charter (1987), the international declaration of 
fundamental values and principles for building a just, sustainable, and peaceful global society in 
the 21st century. Created by a global consultation process, and endorsed by organizations 
representing millions of people, the Charter "seeks to inspire in all peoples a sense of global 
interdependence and shared responsibility for the well-being of the human family, the greater 
community of life, and future generations”. It calls upon humanity to help create a global 
partnership at a critical juncture in history. The Earth Charter's ethical vision proposes that 
environmental protection, human rights, equitable human development, and peace are 
interdependent and indivisible. The Charter attempts to provide a new framework for thinking 
about and addressing these issues. 

 
What is missing?  
 
The building blocks should be complemented by: 
  
 1) A building block on the “next steps”. A detailed roadmap should be elaborated to lay out how 
these rights, duties, and principles are to be enshrined in international law. This roadmap should 
further define the financial means, resources, and ways these can be effectively enforced as well as 
the types of support that will be provided to governments by the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) to further implement the Montevideo Environmental Law Programme; 
 
2) A future (Global)Framework for [Earth or Ecological] Environmental Governance and legislation 
should contain a full package covering coordination of existing law and MEAs, objectives and 
targets, timelines, means of implementation and enforcement of environmental law from local to 
global levels, as well as capacity building, awareness raising and education. All universities should 
include a course on environmental law, as part of the bachelor of law. The design and process of 
such a Roadmap can be similar as the UN did to develop the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. The kick off of such a process should be done at Stockholm+50; and actions to 
effectively reinforce this process be celebrated. Involvement of all MGs should be guaranteed, as 
was done during the SDG-negotiations.   
 
3) We are missing instruments to detect, address and prevent environmental crimes: like grievance 
and complaint mechanisms. 

 A strengthening of the UPR process (OHCHR), where the Human Right for a safe and 
healthy environment is fully integrated, and binding recommendations to Member 
States are formulated.  

 Environmental Impact Assessments for all public and private investments, infrastructure, 
relevance policies and proper enforcement 

 Institutionalise dialogues between conflicting interest groups and when necessary 
mediation. Establishing National Institutes for an Ombudsman for the environment, 
animal protection and for Future Generations.  



 
 
4) We would like to have a building block on how to institutionalize environmental law into 
existing courts.  One approach is to establish ‘green courts’ or separate chambers with 
environmental law as the focus. This can go parallel with actions to ensure that all judges within 
a country are properly trained on environmental law through the curricula of their judicial 
training centers. With the help of UNEP and UNITAR education can be offered to judges 
worldwide to help nations improve environmental law and its implementation from local to 
global levels. The NGO community always asked for an International Environmental Court as 
being essential but can be integrated in the existing International Court of Justice in The Hague. 

 
5) We welcome the planned efforts to coordinate better the MEAs, (§ 6). But as not a lot is 
known on the MEAs, we think it would be good to add a building block to improve InforMEA, 
UNEP’s internet portal that inventories all Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs) to: 

 Include the principles of environmental law and the relevant work of the 
International Law Commission (ILC) to help show the common ground from which all 
MEAs spring. 

 Provide insight into the coherence and gaps between MEAs. 
 Develop its user-friendliness. This could be achieved by involving civil society 

through a Legal Hackathon. 
 


